
A Town Harlot Inspires Our Devotion to Jesus (Luke 7:36-50)
Bill Gaultiere ~ Ignatian Meditation Guides ~ SoulShepherding.org 

Guidelines: Protect confidentiality and follow the leader’s prompts.

Ignatian Meditation Process: Ignatius chose this Gospel reading for Week 2 of The Spiritual Exercises. 
Read the introduction and then “ask for the grace.” Then quietly read the passage by using your imagination 
to enter into the story, sensing and feeling what’s going on. Don’t analyze the passage or seek insights — 
experience yourself as a character in the story. After the second reading have a “colloquy” (short, personal 
conversation) with the Lord. You can use the prompts and questions at the bottom to guide your prayer time 
and journaling (and sharing with others).

Introduction: Luke takes special care to show that Jesus offers God’s grace to the down and out: the poor,  
women, foreigners, tax collectors, and those called “sinners.” A case in point is this story of Mary 
Magdalene’s conversion from town harlot to a leading disciple of Jesus. Look at how she repents of her sin. 
Look at how she adores Jesus with affection and honors him as her Lord and Savior. If we realize that we 
also are forgiven of much sin then we’ll offer tremendous gratitude to Jesus, worshiping him and God with 
our all.

Ask For the Grace: Divine Majesty, I ask for the grace I desire: that you move my will to choose what will 
bring the greatest glory to Christ and will further your salvation for myself and others.

Imagine Yourself in the Gospel: Luke 7 (MSG)
36-39 One of the Pharisees asked him over for a meal. He went to the Pharisee’s house and sat down at the 
dinner table. Just then a woman of the village, the town harlot, having learned that Jesus was a guest in the 
home of the Pharisee, came with a bottle of very expensive perfume and stood at his feet, weeping, raining 
tears on his feet. Letting down her hair, she dried his feet, kissed them, and anointed them with the perfume. 
When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man was the prophet I thought 
he was, he would have known what kind of woman this is who is falling all over him.”
40 Jesus said to him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Oh? Tell me.”
41-42 “Two men were in debt to a banker. One owed five hundred silver pieces, the other fifty. Neither of 
them could pay up, and so the banker canceled both debts. Which of the two would be more grateful?”
43-47 Simon answered, “I suppose the one who was forgiven the most.”
“That’s right,” said Jesus. Then turning to the woman, but speaking to Simon, he said, “Do you see this 
woman? I came to your home; you provided no water for my feet, but she rained tears on my feet and dried 
them with her hair. You gave me no greeting, but from the time I arrived she hasn’t quit kissing my feet. You 
provided nothing for freshening up, but she has soothed my feet with perfume. Impressive, isn’t it? She was 
forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very grateful. If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is 
minimal.”
48 Then he spoke to her: “I forgive your sins.”
49 That set the dinner guests talking behind his back: “Who does he think he is, forgiving sins!”
50 He ignored them and said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

1st Reading: Visualize yourself in the Gospel story. Don’t seek intellectual insights — stay with the imagery. 
Use your senses to see, touch, feel, and hear. What part of the story are you drawn to? Which character do 
you identify with? Or are you a bystander?

2nd Reading: Experience the story in the role of the character God led you to. Then talk with the Lord. What 
do you feel? How does this relate to something in your life today? What is God saying to you?
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